
Argument and Adventure!
T.R.E.C/S.

History/Social Studies Argument Text-Based Writing Rubric
Based on CCSS Writing 1 Grade 6-8

4 All of level 3 and … Student's sourcing, contextualizing, skeptical reading, OR 
corroboration skills are apparent.

· (Skeptical or Close Reading) Student challenged author/scholar/claims/evidence through 
mention of values, bias, or frame of reference accurately

· (Sourced) critiqued a sources argument/claim/evidence by discrediting the source, using the 
source’s date, the authors purpose, or the authors point of view accurately

· (Contextualized) Student used historical context/time period to extract additional information/
meaning for evidence accurately

· (Corroboration) Student compared and contrasted a variety of evidence to support their 
argument accurately
 

3 - Thesis/claim is clear and directly answers the prompt

- Thesis/claim has been compared and contrasted from other possible theses/claims
 
- Thesis/claim has been explained and refined
 
- Evidence for the thesis/claim supports the thesis

- Provides a concluding statement that supports the argument and mentions how/why the 
argument is significant.
 

2 - Thesis/claim is clear but does not directly answer the prompt

- Support/evidence for the thesis/claim is uneven or partially supportive

- Concluding statement connects to ideas but does not point to significance

1 - Thesis/claim is apparent but unclear
- Evidence is limited or uneven and does not support the thesis/claim
- Concluding statement only restates/rewrites the thesis/claim
 

0 ·      Partial success at 1 


