
LEVEL 2-3 - Introduction - Secondary Source Reading 

The United States in the Early 1800s 

The nation in 1800 was very different from what it is today. Two out of every three Americans 
still lived within 50 miles of the Atlantic Coast. Fewer than one in ten lived west of the Appalachians. 
These round-topped, forested mountains extended like a bumpy spine from Maine through Georgia. 
They made travel between east and west very difficult.

Beyond the mountains, the land flattened out and was covered by dense woods. More and 
more settlers crossed the Appalachians in the early 1800s, clearing trees and starting farms and mills. 
For Americans of the day, this land between the eastern mountains and the Mississippi River was 
known as “the West.” Across the Mississippi lay the frontier, a vast, unexplored wilderness.

Everywhere, travel was difficult and slow. Nothing moved faster than a horse could run—not 
people, not goods, not messages. News could take weeks to travel from one city to another, as the 
post office labored to deliver letters and newspapers over rutted, muddy roads.

In part because of geographical differences, distinct regional lifestyles developed. This led to 
stereotypes, or exaggerated images, of different groups. The “Yankees” of the Northeast, with its 
growing cities and bustling trade, were seen as enterprising, thrifty, and—in the eyes of southerners—
quick to chase a dollar. The rich plantation owners of the South were seen as gracious, cultured, and
—in the eyes of 
northerners—lazy. The 
frontier settlers who 
sought their fortunes in 
the West were seen as 
rugged, hardy, and—in 
the eyes of people on the 
East Coast—crude.

Many of the 
country’s leaders knew 
they would have to 
overcome geographical 
obstacles and 
stereotypes to truly unite 
the country. One idea 
they favored was an 
ambitious program of 
building roads and canals 
to make transportation 
easier and faster.

Source: 
LearnTCI - 
History Alive Textbook



LEVEL 3 - Thomas Jefferson 
Jefferson was born on April 13, 1743, into a 

prominent family at Shadwell plantation in 
Albemarle County, Virginia. He graduated from the 
College of William and Mary in 1762 and was 
admitted to the bar in 1767 after an exceptionally 
thorough preparation in legal theory. Until the 
outbreak of the American Revolution, Jefferson 
lived the life of a wealthy Virginia aristocrat. He 
practiced law, married Martha Wayles Skelton on 
January 1, 1772, began the construction of his 
mansion at Monticello, and served variously as 
magistrate, county lieutenant, and member of the 
Virginia House of Burgesses (1769–1775). 

A tall, lanky, and shy man, Jefferson 
impressed his colleagues through the quality of his 
writing, rather than by his speeches. He wrote the Declaration of Independence. In the 
Declaration he laid out a vision of a world in which all people are treated equally 
regardless of their birth, class, or status, and a world in which governments exist to 
improve the quality of life of their citizens, not to control them. His words still serve as a 
model for oppressed people around the world.

President George Washington asked him to become secretary of state. Jefferson 
reluctantly agreed and served in that post until the end of Washington's first term in 1793. 
It was during this period that a bitter rivalry began between Jefferson and Secretary of the 
Treasury Alexander Hamilton, which led to the formation of two major political parties in 
America: the Democratic-Republicans and the Federalists.

SOURCE: O'Brien, Steven G. "Thomas Jefferson." American History, ABC-CLIO, 2016, 
americanhistory.abc-clio.com/Search/Display/247139. Accessed 17 Sept. 2016.

Sally Hemings was a slave, ladies' maid, and seamstress who was part of Thomas 
Jefferson's household. Although it has long been the belief that Jefferson had an affair and 
several children with Hemings, Jefferson had never confirmed or denied the relationship. 
However, recent DNA tests on descendants indicate Jefferson did indeed have children 
with one of his slaves. In 1998, Y-chromosome DNA samples from Jefferson's and 
Hemings' descendants conclusively proved that Easton Hemings was indeed Jefferson's 
son.

SOURCE: Valente, Jose . "Sally Hemings." American History, ABC-CLIO, 2016, 
americanhistory.abc-clio.com/Search/Display/255548.



LEVEL 2 - Denmark Vesey 
Little is known about Denmark's 

early years, although he was born a 
slave around 1767 either in Africa or 
the West Indies. In 1781, he was 
purchased in St. Thomas by Joseph 
Vesey, a slave trader.  

Denmark sailed with Joseph 
Vesey, serving as a seaman on 
Vesey's slave ship. These travels 
between Africa and the West Indies 
brought Denmark into contact with 
people of various nationalities. He 
learned to read and write and became 
competent in several languages, 
including French, Dutch, and 
Spanish. In 1783, Joseph Vesey 
decided to settle in Charleston, South Carolina.

In 1800, Denmark's life changed dramatically when he won $1,500 in the local East 
Bay Street lottery. He purchased his freedom from Joseph Vesey for $600 and established 
himself as a free African-American carpenter in Charleston. Over the next 20 years, 
Denmark married, and fathered several children. His wife, however, was a slave, and 
therefore, Denmark's children were also slaves.

By late 1821, Denmark planned for a rebellion. He recruited a core group of African 
Americans to assist him in organization and recruitment. This group of trusted lieutenants 
was composed of skilled, independent slaves and included Peter Poyas, "Gullah" Jack 
Pritchard, Mingo Harth, and Monday Gell. Their plan was to seize Charleston, capture 
strategic bridges and roads into the city, and kill all whites (men, women, and children). 
After Denmark and his force gained control of the city, they hoped that other slaves in the 
surrounding area would rise up against their masters, so that South Carolina would quickly 
fall under the African Americans' control.

Although the white authorities had dismissed the idea of a slave revolt, their 
suspicions were aroused again on June 8, when another slave informed his master of the 
planned rebellion. During the week of June 8-15, authorities gathered more information 
regarding a slave conspiracy, and thus local and state militia were out in full force by June 
16. Denmark was arrested a few days later, on June 22. The next day, he and some of his 
co-conspirators were tried and convicted. Denmark was executed by hanging on July 2, 
1822.

SOURCE: "Denmark Vesey." American History, ABC-CLIO, 2016, americanhistory.abc-clio.com/
Search/Display/248079.



LEVEL 2 - ANGELINA GRIMKÉ 
Angelina Grimké and her sister, Sarah 

Grimké, occupied a special place in the 
abolitionist and women's rights movements. Not 
only were they the most prominent Southern 
women to become antislavery activists, but they 
were also the rest abolitionists to advocate civil 
and political rights for women through their 
lectures and writings.

Angelina Emily Grimké was born on 
February 20, 1805 in Charleston, South 
Carolina, the daughter of a wealthy slave owner 
and judge. The family's 14th (and last) child, she 
was educated privately and at home in a 
manner that was considered appropriate for a 
young lady of her high social station. Both 
sisters were frustrated by the limits of their 
education and by the role that they were 
expected to play as women in Charleston society. 
Both were also deeply religious and distressed by their firsthand experience of 
slavery.

After Sarah had joined a Quaker colony in Pennsylvania in 1821, Angelina 
began attending Quaker meetings in Charleston. Finally, after her family refused to 
discuss the subject of slavery with her, she left Charleston in 1829 to join Sarah in 
voluntary exile.

SOURCE: McGuire, William, and Leslie Wheeler. "Angelina Grimké." American History, ABC-
CLIO, 2016, americanhistory.abc-clio.com/Search/Display/246938. Accessed 17 Sept. 2016.



LEVEL 2-3 - Secondary Source Reading 
Jackson was born on March 15, 1767 in the Waxhaw, 

a wooded frontier region in South Carolina. His father, an 
immigrant from northern Ireland, died two weeks before his 
birth. Jackson received only a rudimentary education before 
he became a mounted courier at age 13 for the patriot cause 
in the American Revolution. Although he was severely 
wounded by a saber blow while a prisoner of war after he 
refused to polish a British officer's boots, Jackson survived 
the war. His mother and two brothers did not.

Jackson married Rachel Donelson Robards in 1791. 
Two years later, the couple learned that her first husband, 
had just obtained a divorce. Ugly rumors that Jackson had 
stolen another man's wife haunted the couple for the rest of 
Rachel's life. Jackson fought several duels in the course of 
defending his wife's reputation. 

With the outbreak of the War of 1812, Jackson sought 
a commission in the regular army. He had to settle for the rank of major general of 
volunteers in charge of two expeditions to crush a Creek Indian uprising in Mississippi. It 
was during these campaigns, which culminated in the end of Indian resistance at the 
Battle of Horseshoe Bend in 1814, that he earned the nickname Old Hickory for his iron 
will in the face of adversity.

President Monroe appointed Jackson governor of Florida in 1821, but the post held 
little interest. He resigned after only four months in office and returned to Tennessee, 
where he was elected to the Senate in 1822. Pressure for Jackson to run for president in 
1824 as the representative of the common man who epitomized the dreams of the 
expansionist West gradually mounted. 

Jackson's support of the national government was not consistent. When the 
Supreme Court ruled in 1832 that Georgia had to honor its treaties with the Cherokee 
Indians, Jackson did not hesitate to support Georgia's right to deal with the Cherokee 
without federal interference. Jackson reputedly said: "[Chief Justice] John Marshall has 
made his decision, now let him enforce it.”

In the foreign policy arena, Jackson did not advocate the admission of Texas as a 
state in 1836 because he realized it would tear the Democratic Party apart by disrupting 
the delicate balance that existed between the slave and free states. 

Van Buren, Jackson's designated successor, won an easy election victory. Pleased 
with the outcome of the 1836 election, Jackson retired to The Hermitage, his Tennessee 
plantation, where he died on June 8, 1845. 



LEVEL 4 - John C. Calhoun 
On February 6, 1837, U.S. senator 

John C. Calhoun delivered an address, an 
excerpt of which appears below, to the U.S. 
Senate and coined the phrase that slavery 
was a "positive good," as the South had 
established a system of enforced servitude 
that was well balanced, well managed, and 
profitable and thus kept society stable. During 
the late 1820s and 1830s, Calhoun emerged 
as the chief national spokesman for both the 
continuation of slavery and the preservation 
of states' rights from federal encroachment. 
His arguments as presented in this speech 
became the basis of the work of many later 
defenders of slavery. 

This is a small excerpt from his speech:

“… I hold that in the present state of 
civilization, where two races of different 
origin, and distinguished by color, and other 
physical differences, as well as intellectual, are brought together, the relation now existing 
in the slaveholding States between the two, is, instead of an evil, a good—a positive good. 
I feel myself called upon to speak freely upon the subject where the honor and interests of 
those I represent are involved. I hold then, that there never has yet existed a wealthy and 
civilized society in which one portion of the community did not, in point of fact, live on the 
labor of the other. Broad and general as is this assertion, it is fully borne out by history. … 
I may say with truth, that in few (other) countries so much is left to the share of the laborer, 
and so little exacted from him, or where there is more kind attention paid to him in 
sickness or infirmities of age. Compare his condition with the tenants of the poor houses in 
the more civilized portions of Europe—look at the sick, and the old and infirm slave, on 
one hand, in the midst of his family and friends, under the kind superintending care of his 
master and mistress, and compare it with the forlorn and wretched condition of the pauper 
in the poorhouse.” 

SOURCE: "John C. Calhoun: Slavery a Positive Good Speech (1837)." American History, ABC-
CLIO, 2016, americanhistory.abc-clio.com/Search/Display/253999.



LEVEL 2 - Eli Whitney 
Whitney was born in Westboro, 

Massachusetts on December 8, 1765. His father 
was a farmer who served as the town's justice of 
the peace. Whitney's intelligence became apparent 
early in his life, although such ingenuity, while 
admired, was not uncommon in early Yankee 
communities. As a boy, he designed a nail-making 
machine so he could sell nails to local merchants. 
At roughly the same time, he was also the country's 
only maker of ladies' hatpins. 

In 1785, Whitney insisted, to go off to Yale 
college to get a degree. While there, he repaired 
people's broken-down machines and tools to make 
pocket money and worked as a teaching assistant, 
graduating four years later, in 1792. 

Thinking he would try teaching as a career, 
Whitney got a job at a school in Savannah, Georgia. When he arrived at the school, he 
discovered that he would not be getting paid the amount he was promised. So instead, he 
accepted work at a plantation, where he worked as her overseer. At the plantation he met 
some Southern businessmen who wanted to improve the cotton-milling process.

The businessmen showed Whitney how difficult it was to get the cotton fibers out of 
the tough, prickly seeds to which they were attached. Whitney improved on the technology 
that was available at the time, and in 1793 he finished designing a new and improved 
"cotton gin" ("gin" being a shortened form of the word "engine"). This machine had metal 
wires that protruded through slats so that when the gin was dragged through a field of 
cotton plants, the wires caught up the cotton fibers and pulled them out of the seeds. 
Whitney's invention enabled a planter to produce 50 pounds of cleaned cotton a day, 
where before it had taken a worker a whole day just to get a single pound.

Whitney’s cotton gin machine had enormous and far-reaching effects. Slavery had 
been gradually dying out in the South because of poor crop yields; slaves simply could not 
harvest enough crops to make plantations profitable. The cotton gin changed all that, as 
slaves who used the new machine could now harvest 50 times what they previously had, 
making the plantation system profitable once again. 

SOURCE: "Eli Whitney." American History, ABC-CLIO, 2016, americanhistory.abc-clio.com/
Search/Display/248161. Accessed 17 Sept. 2016.



LEVEL 2 - Joshua John Ward -- SC (1800-1853) 
Joshua John Ward, of Georgetown, South 

Carolina, was the largest American slaveholder, 
dubbed "the king of the rice planters". In 1850 he 
held 1,092 slaves, and in 1860 his heirs (his 
estate) held 1,130 slaves.

Ward was born November, 24 1800 at 
Brookgreen Plantation, South Carolina, son of 
Joshua Ward and Elizabeth Cook. He was married 
on March 14, 1825 to Joanna Douglas Hasell, and 
they had ten children. Joshua Ward was 
Lieutenant Governor of South Carolina 
1850-1852.

Rice was South Carolina’s chief agricultural 
product through most of the 1800s (producing 1/2 
of America's rice); the Georgetown District in the 
forefront of rice production, and Joshua Ward was its largest planter. Ward, as did 
other rice planters, enlarged his holdings by acquiring other plantations, including 
Springfield, Alderly, Longwood, Oryantia, and Prospect Hill in addition to 
Brookgreen. In the year 1850, Ward controlled six large plantations and produced 
3.9 million pounds of rice. Ward was able to produce so much rice because he 
owned 1092 slaves, a full 5 percent of the slaves in the whole district. Ward was 

considered the greatest and most experimental of the 
antebellum rice planters, who developed his world 
famous long grain version of Carolina Gold -- during 
the brief twenty year period from 1840 to 1861 when 
that variety was cultivated, it commanded this highest 
price of any rice on the world market in Paris and 
London (more). Ward was also involved in politics, 
serving in both houses of the state legislature and as 
lieutenant governor in 1850.

SOURCE: http://haygenealogy.com/hay/patriots/civilwar/plantationbios.html



LEVEL 3 - Nat Turner 
Turner was born a slave on October 2, 1800. His 

master, Benjamin Turner, owned a plantation in Southampton 
County, Virginia and was a kind and benevolent man. His 
slaves enjoyed considerable freedom, and Turner led a 
somewhat privileged life on the plantation, receiving a 
rudimentary education and playing with his master's white 
children. At Benjamin Turner's insistence, Turner also studied 
the Bible and attended church regularly.

Turner began claiming that he had religious visions of 
both the past and future. These visions, in addition to his 
intelligence and relatively advanced level of education, 
prompted other slaves to begin viewing him as a leader, 
despite his young age. In 1812, Turner fled from Samuel's 
plantation and lived in the woods. He returned after 30 days, 
claiming that a spirit had directed him back to the plantation to 
fulfill his destiny.

In 1825, he related to his congregation of slaves a 
vision in which "white spirits and black spirits engaged in 
battle, and the sun was darkened—the thunder rolled in the 
Heavens, and blood flowed in the streams—and I heard a voice saying, 'Such is your luck, 
such you are called to see, and let it come rough or smooth, you must surely bear it.'" By 
1828, he had come to believe that he was God's chosen instrument to revenge enslaved 
African Americans.

August 13 1831, Turner observed a solar eclipse causing a dark spot on the sun. 
Turner stated, this must surely be a sign from God to launch the revolution. In the early 
morning hours of August 22, Turner and six other slaves entered the Travis house and 
murdered all of the occupants (Travis, his wife, and three children), mostly by beheading 
them. The group then continued on to other plantations in the area, their ranks growing 
with every passing hour. They spared no whites, regardless of gender or age.

When Turner and his men reached Jerusalem the morning after their attack, about 
60 African-American men joined them, all armed and many on horseback. They had killed 
almost 55 whites. Despite a vigorous manhunt for him, Turner remained in hiding for two 
months and was finally captured on October 30. On November 5, he was tried and 
convicted for murder.

SOURCE: "Nat Turner." American History, ABC-CLIO, 2016, americanhistory.abc-clio.com/
Search/Display/248045.



LEVEL 2 - Dred Scott 
Scott was born into slavery in 

Virginia around 1800. Little is known about 
his early life, but in his childhood or early 
youth, he became the property of planter 
Peter Blow. Blow moved his wife, family, 
and Scott to St. Louis, Missouri, where 
Blow became the owner and operator of a 
boarding house. Around the time of Blow's 
death in 1832, Scott was sold to Dr. John 
Emerson, an assistant surgeon in the U.S. 
Army.

In 1836, Scott traveled with Emerson 
to Fort Snelling. Fort Snelling, a part of the 
Wisconsin Territory in 1836, was shifted to 
Iowa Territory in 1838. Under the Missouri 
Compromise, slavery was prohibited in the 
Iowa Territory. 

Later Scott moved to Louisiana with 
Emerson. Dred Scott sued for his freedom 
in 1846, after having moved with his owner 
to a territory where slavery was prohibited. 
His suit started an 11-year court battle that resulted in the landmark Supreme Court 
decision in Scott v. Sandford (1857). Scott argued that his residence in the free 
jurisdictions made him a free man, but the Supreme Court ruled that Scott was not entitled 
to freedom. The decision helped hurry the nation toward civil war. 

SOURCE: Rodriquez, Alicia. "Dred Scott." American History, ABC-CLIO, 2016, 
americanhistory.abc-clio.com/Search/Display/247827. Accessed 17 Sept. 2016.










	Level2-3-Early1800sAmericaTCI
	Level3-ThomasJefferson
	Level2-DenmarkVesey
	Level2-ANGELINA_GRIMKE
	Level3-AndrewJackson
	Level4-JohnCCalhoun
	Level2-EliWhitney
	Level2-Joshua John Ward
	Level3-NatTurner
	Level2-DredScott
	Level4-1860census-duncan-slaves
	level4-1860census-duncanFamily
	Level4-1860census-heyward-slaves
	Level4-1860census-heywardFamily

