
LEVEL 2-3 - Introduction - Secondary Source Reading 

The United States in the Early 1800s 

The nation in 1800 was very different from what it is today. Two out of every three Americans 
still lived within 50 miles of the Atlantic Coast. Fewer than one in ten lived west of the Appalachians. 
These round-topped, forested mountains extended like a bumpy spine from Maine through Georgia. 
They made travel between east and west very difficult.

Beyond the mountains, the land flattened out and was covered by dense woods. More and 
more settlers crossed the Appalachians in the early 1800s, clearing trees and starting farms and mills. 
For Americans of the day, this land between the eastern mountains and the Mississippi River was 
known as “the West.” Across the Mississippi lay the frontier, a vast, unexplored wilderness.

Everywhere, travel was difficult and slow. Nothing moved faster than a horse could run—not 
people, not goods, not messages. News could take weeks to travel from one city to another, as the 
post office labored to deliver letters and newspapers over rutted, muddy roads.

In part because of geographical differences, distinct regional lifestyles developed. This led to 
stereotypes, or exaggerated images, of different groups. The “Yankees” of the Northeast, with its 
growing cities and bustling trade, were seen as enterprising, thrifty, and—in the eyes of southerners—
quick to chase a dollar. The rich plantation owners of the South were seen as gracious, cultured, and
—in the eyes of 
northerners—lazy. The 
frontier settlers who 
sought their fortunes in 
the West were seen as 
rugged, hardy, and—in 
the eyes of people on the 
East Coast—crude.

Many of the 
country’s leaders knew 
they would have to 
overcome geographical 
obstacles and 
stereotypes to truly unite 
the country. One idea 
they favored was an 
ambitious program of 
building roads and canals 
to make transportation 
easier and faster.

Source: 
LearnTCI - 
History Alive Textbook



LEVEL 3 - Alexander Hamilton 
Hamilton's life began in controversy. 

He was born January 11, 1757, on Nevis, 
a British colony in the Leeward Islands, 
and was the offspring of an adulterous 
relationship between his father, James 
Hamilton, and his mother, Rachel Fawcett 
Lavien. James Hamilton abandoned them, 
leaving them destitute.

His mom died in 1768, Hamilton 
found himself . The boy's salvation came 
through the intervention of Nicholas 
Cruger, a merchant who employed the 
youngster as a bookkeeper. Alexander had 
obtained some education from his mother and a clergyman, and to Cruger he seemed 
unusually bright.

When Cruger departed the island temporarily, he appointed Hamilton the 
manager of his firm, a position that gave the boy substantial authority over 
businessmen and lawyers many years his senior. Despite his managerial success, 
Hamilton considered his job boring and longed to sail for America and advance his 
education. The opportunity came in October 1772 after Cruger and Hugh Knox, a 
Presbyterian clergyman, supported him with money and letters of recommendation.

During the Revolutionary War, George Washington met Hamilton, was 
impressed, and made Hamilton one of his advisers. After the revolution was over and 
the new government of the United States was established, Washington appointed 
Hamilton as Secretary of the Treasury. Hamilton immediately confronted the main 
problem facing the new government, its finances. 

He crafted his proposals based on three beliefs: first, that financial reform was 
imperative to the government's survival; second, that loyalty to the government rested 
far more on economic concerns than patriotic ones; and third, that the wealthy elite 
must be linked closely to the government. He suggested that the new national 
government take on all state debts, establish a national bank, and levy excise taxes. 
Hamilton's proposals passed Congress in 1790 and 1791 but only after great 
controversy. In particular, Secretary of State Thomas Jefferson accused him of creating 
an overbearing national government and an aristocracy.

SOURCE: O'Brien, Steven G. "Alexander Hamilton." American History, ABC-CLIO, 2016, 
americanhistory.abc-clio.com/Search/Display/246962. 



LEVEL 3 - African American Abolition 

Speaking and Writing Against Slavery
Both black and white abolitionists spoke out against slavery in 

speeches, sermons, articles, books, and pamphlets. In 1829, David 
Walker, an African American, published a pamphlet called Appeal to the 
Colored Citizens of the World. Walker passionately attacked prejudice 
and the cruel injustice of slavery. Referring to whites, he wrote:

They think because they hold us in their infernal chains of 
slavery, that we wish to be white, or of their color—but they are 
dreadfully deceived—we wish to be just as it pleased our 
Creator to have made us, and no avaricious and unmerciful 
wretches, have any business to make slaves of, or hold us in 
slavery. How would they like for us to make slaves of, and hold 
them in cruel slavery, and murder them as they do us?

Walker urged slaves to fight for their own freedom. His fierce attack on 
slavery alarmed authorities in the South. Officials in several states responded by forbidding anyone 
from distributing abolitionist literature.

Free Blacks in the North 
African Americans in the North lived freer lives. But blacks experienced discrimination, or 

unequal treatment, everywhere they turned. In many states, African Americans were denied the right 
to vote. They had trouble finding good jobs. In the 1850s, some 87 percent of free blacks in New York 
held low-paying jobs. “Why should I strive hard?” asked one young African American. 

“What are my prospects? . . . No one will employ me; white boys won’t work with me.”
In addition to unequal treatment, policies of segregation separated blacks from whites in nearly all 
public places. Black children were often denied entry into public schools. Those states that did 
educate black children set up separate schools for that purpose. A New Yorker observed around 
1860,

Even the noblest black is denied that which is free to the vilest [worst] white. The omnibus, the 
[railroad] car, the ballot-box, the jury box, the halls of legislation, the army, the public lands, the 
school, the church, the lecture room, the social circle, the [restaurant] table, are all either 
absolutely or virtually denied to him.

African Americans responded to discrimination by organizing to help themselves. In 1816, Richard 
Allen, a former slave, became the first bishop of the African Methodist Episcopal Church. The AME, 
which still exists today, quickly became a center of African American life. Allen also created 
organizations to improve the lives of blacks, such as the African Society for the Education of Youth. 
Other Northern blacks started their own schools, churches, and self-help organizations.

Source: LearnTCI - History Alive Textbook



LEVEL 3 - John Quincy Adams 

John Quincy Adams

Quotes: 
“If your actions inspire others to dream more, learn more, do more and become more, you are a 
leader.”

“Courage and perseverance have a magical talisman, before which difficulties disappear and 
obstacles vanish into air.”

“Always vote for principle, though you may vote alone, and you may cherish the sweetest reflection 
that your vote is never lost.”

After his presidency: 

On July 1, 1839, fifty-three 
Africans, recently kidnapped into 
slavery in Sierra Leone and sold at 
a Havana slave market, revolted on 
board the schooner Amistad. They 
killed the captain and other crew 
and ordered the two Spaniards who 
had purchased them to sail them 
back to Africa. Instead, the ship 
was seized off Long Island by a US 
revenue cutter on August 24, 1839.

Connecticut jailed the Africans 
and charged them with murder. The 

slave trade had been outlawed in 
the United States since 1808, but the institution of slavery itself thrived in the South. The Amistad 
case entered the federal courts and caught the nation’s attention. The court ruled that no one owned 
the Africans because they had been illegally enslaved and transported to the New World. President 
Van Buren's administration appealed the decision, and the case came before the US Supreme Court 
in January 1841.

Abolitionists asked former US President John Quincy Adams to represent the Amistad 
captives’ in court to sue for their freedom before the Supreme Court. Adams, then a 73-year-old US 
Congressman from Massachusetts, had in recent years fought tirelessly against Congress’s “gag 
rule” banning anti-slavery petitions. Adams accepted the job of representing the Amistad captives, 
hoping he would “do justice to their cause.” Adams spoke before the Court for nine hours and 
succeeded in moving the majority to decide in favor of freeing the captives once and for all. The Court 
ordered the thirty surviving captives (the others had died at sea or in jail) returned to their home in 
Sierra Leone.



LEVEL 3 - Henry Clay - The Great Compromiser 

Biographies of the Secretaries of State: Henry Clay (1777–1852)

Henry Clay was appointed 
Secretary of State by President 
John Quincy Adams on March 7, 
1825. He was called the “Great 
Pacificator,” for his contributions to 
domestic (at home) policy, he 
emphasized economic 
development in his diplomacy.

Rise to Prominence
Clay was born in Hanover County, 
Virginia. After a minimal formal 
education, Clay read law and 
gained admission to the bar (test 
taken to become a lawyer) in both 
Virginia and Kentucky in 1797. He became a leading real estate and business lawyer in 
Frankfort, Kentucky and soon embarked on a career in politics.

Clay was elected to the Kentucky House of Representatives (law makers) in 1803 
and served to 1806. Next, he served as Senator (law maker) from Kentucky, from 
1806 to 1807, and then returned to the State House of Representatives, from 1807 to 
1809. In 1810 Clay returned to the Senate and served until 1811.

He became a leader of an anti-British group of Congressmen known as the War Hawks 
while a U.S. Representative and Speaker of the House from 1811 to 1814. Clay went 
on to serve as a U.S. Representative from 1815 to 1821 and from 1823 to 1825, and 
again as Speaker of the House from 1815 to 1820 and from 1823 to 1825.

After his tenure as Secretary of State, Clay returned to the U.S. Senate from 1831 to 
1842 and from 1849 to 1852. Clay’s fame as a compromiser stemmed from his 
involvement with the Missouri Compromise, the Comprise Tariff of 1833, and the 
Compromise of 1850.



LEVEL 3 - John Brown 
Brown was born on May 9, 1800 in Torrington, 

Connecticut into a deeply religious family with Puritan 
ancestry. His father was an early abolitionist and an 
agent on the Underground Railroad who plied different 
trades and moved frequently. Brown spent most of his 
boyhood in Hudson, Ohio. He had little formal 
schooling and worked as a tanner for his father. In 
1820, he married Dianthe Lusk, who bore him seven 
children. She suffered from mental illness, as had 
Brown's mother and several maternal relatives—facts 
that later raised questions about Brown's own sanity 
and that of his sons. After his first wife's death, Brown 
married 16-year-old Mary Ann Day, by whom he had 
13 children. 

In 1855, Brown went to Kansas to help establish 
the territory as a free state, bringing with him a wagon loaded with weapons and 
ammunition for the free-soil fight. Settling near Osawatomie, he soon became known 
as Osawatomie Brown. In May 1856, clashes between the "Free Soilers" and the 
"Border Ruffians" (as the proslavery forces were called) reached a climax when a 
proslavery band burned and sacked the antislavery stronghold of Lawrence. On the 
night of May 24, Brown, vowing revenge, led a group that included four of his sons and 
two associates to Pottawatomie Creek, where they killed five proslavery men. Known 
as the Pottawatomie Creek Massacre, the event sparked great controversy between 
proslavery and antislavery groups throughout the country. 

In the months that followed, "Captain" John Brown, as he was now known, led a 
series of cattle-rustling raids against proslavery settlers. In retaliation, a force of 400 
Border Ruffians attacked Osawatomie and burned it to the ground. Brown was 
wounded, and his son Frederick was killed in the fighting. That fall (1856), Brown and 
most of his family moved to the East. Visiting Boston in January 1857, Brown met such 
leading abolitionists as Thomas Wentworth Higginson and Samuel Gridley Howe. They 
agreed to help him get rifles and money to continue the war in Kansas.

SOURCE: McGuire, William, and Leslie Wheeler. "John Brown." American History, ABC-CLIO, 2016, 
americanhistory.abc-clio.com/Search/Display/246091. Accessed 17 Sept. 2016.



LEVEL 3 - Sojourner Truth 
AIN'T I A WOMAN? SPEECH (1851) [Recounted by 
abolitionist Frances Gage in 1863.]
Former slave Sojourner Truth was one of the most powerful 
presences on the abolitionist lecture circuit in the United 
States in the 1840s and 1850s. In this speech at the 
Woman's Rights Convention, given on May 29, 1851, Truth 
speaks out for women's rights.

Well, children, where there is so much racket, 
there must be something out of kilter, I think 
between the Negroes of the South and the 
women of the North—all talking about rights—the 
white men will be in a fix pretty soon. But what's 
all this talking about?

That man over there says that women need to be helped into carriages, and lifted 
over ditches, and to have the best place everywhere. Nobody helps me any best 
place. And ain't I a woman?

Look at me! Look at my arm. I have plowed, I have planted and I have gathered 
into barns. And no man could head me. And ain't I a woman? I could work as 
much, and eat as much as man—when I could get it—and bear the lash as well! 
And ain't I a woman? I have borne children and seen most of them sold into 
slavery, and when I cried out with a mother’s grief, none but Jesus heard me. 
And ain't I a woman?

He talks about this thing in the head. What's that they call it?” (“Intellect,” 
whispered a woman nearby.) That's it, honey. What's intellect got to do with 
women's rights or black folks' rights? If my cup won't hold but a pint and yours 
holds a quart, wouldn't you be mean not to let me have my little half-measure 
full?

That little man in black there! He says women can't have as much rights as men. 
'Cause Christ wasn't a
woman.  Where did your Christ come from? Where did your Christ come from? - 
From God and a Woman! Man had nothing to do with him!

If the first woman God ever made was strong enough to turn the world upside 
down all alone, these women together ought to be able to turn it back and get it 
right-side up again. And now that they are asking to do it the men better let them.



LEVEL 3 - Susan B. Anthony 

Susan B. Anthony(1820-1906) was born in Adams, Massachusetts. After the 
Anthony family moved to Rochester, New York in 1845, they became active 
in the antislavery movement. Antislavery Quakers met at their farm almost 
every Sunday, where they were sometimes joined by Frederick Douglass 
and William Lloyd Garrison. Later two of Anthony's brothers, Daniel and 
Merritt, were anti-slavery activists in the Kansas territory.

In 1848 Susan B. Anthony was 
working as a teacher in 
Canajoharie, New York and 
became involved with the teacher’s 
union when she discovered that 
male teachers had a monthly 
salary of $10.00, while the female 
teachers earned $2.50 a month. 
Her parents and sister Marry 
attended the 1848 Rochester 
Woman’s Rights Convention held August 2.

Anthony’s experience with the teacher’s union, temperance and antislavery 
reforms, and Quaker upbringing, laid fertile ground for a career in women’s rights 
reform to grow. The career would begin with an introduction to Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton.



LEVEL 3 - Henry David Thoreau 

He was born and raised in Concord, Massachusetts, along with his older siblings 
John and Helen and younger sister Sophia. His father operated a local pencil 
factory, and his mother rented out parts of the family's home to boarders 
(renters).

"The only obligation which I have a right to assume is 
to do at any time what I think right,"

Thoreau went to Harvard College (now Harvard 
University). There he studied Greek and Latin as well 
as German. According to some reports, Thoreau had 
to take a break from his schooling for a time because 
of illness. He graduated from college in 1837 and 
struggled with what do to next. At the time, an 
educated man like Thoreau might pursue a career in 
law or medicine or in the church.

After college, Thoreau befriended writer and fellow 
Concord resident Ralph Waldo Emerson. Through 
Emerson, he became exposed to Transcendentalism, a school of thought that 
emphasized the importance of the spiritual life. It encouraged scientific inquiry and 
observation.

In 1845, Thoreau built a small home for himself on Walden Pond, on property owned 
by Emerson. Seeking a simpler type of life, Thoreau rejected the standard routine of 
the times. He experimented with working as little as possible rather than working six 
days a week with one day off. He felt that his approach to work helped him avoid the 
misery he saw around him.

While living at Walden Pond, Thoreau also had an encounter with the law. He spent a 
night in jail after refusing to pay a poll tax (tax required to vote). This experience led 
him to write one of his best-known and most influential essays, "Civil 
Disobedience" (also known as "Resistance to Civil Government"). Thoreau held deeply 
felt political views, opposing slavery and the Mexican-American War.



LEVEL 3 - Horace Mann - Father of Public School 

Horace Mann (1796-1859)  
Horace Mann, often called the Father of the 

Common School, began his career as a lawyer 
and legislator (law maker). When he was 
elected to act as Secretary of the newly-created 
Massachusetts Board of Education in 1837, he 
used his position to enact major educational 
reform. He spearheaded the Common School 
Movement, ensuring that every child could 
receive a basic education funded by local taxes. 
His influence soon spread beyond 
Massachusetts as more states took up the idea 
of universal schooling. 

Mann's commitment to the Common School 
came from his belief that political stability and 
social harmony depended on education: a basic 
level of literacy and the inculcation of common public ideals. He declared, 

"Without undervaluing any other human agency, it may be safely affirmed 
that the Common School...may become the most effective and benignant 
of all forces of civilization." 

Mann believed that public schooling was central to good citizenship, democratic 
participation and societal well-being. He observed, 

"A republican form of government, without intelligence in the people, must 
be, on a vast scale, what a mad-house, without superintendent or keepers, 
would be on a small one." 

The democratic and republican principals that propelled Mann's vision of the 
Common School have colored our assumptions about public schooling ever 
since. Comprise Tariff of 1833, and the Compromise of 1850.



LEVEL 3 - Irish American Identity 

Irish-American Identity
Irish immigrants insisted that they could become good Americans but that they 

would do so on their own terms. Because they spoke English and were the first 
Catholic group to arrive in the United States in large numbers, the Irish quickly took 
control of the American Catholic Church. Catholicism became the single most 
important ingredient of Irish-American identity.

Irish immigrants became good Americans without sacrificing (giving up) their 
religious and cultural heritage. They demonstrated that assimilation is not a one-way 
process in which immigrants must conform (follow social rules that are not your own) 
to a dominant Anglo-Protestant culture while forsaking their own traditions. Immigrants 
always change the United States as much as the United States changes them. By 
becoming Americans in their own way, the Irish carved out a distinctive ethnic identity 
and helped lay the groundwork for today’s cultural pluralism in the United States.

Today the Irish are one of the most prosperous ethnic groups in the United 
States, significantly exceeding national averages on education levels, occupational 
status, income, and home ownership. In line with their steady upward social mobility 
during the 20th century, the American Irish moved out of the tight-knit urban 
communities of the Northeast and Midwest to settle in suburbs, towns, and cities 
across the United States. They also married increasingly outside their ethnic group, 
first with other Catholics and then with Americans generally. The result of these 
developments is a much less cohesive sense of communal identity than in the past. 
But Irish Americans retain a strong sense of ethnic pride, especially in the realms of 
politics and culture. To be Irish-American, after all, is to be part of a national success 
story.

Read more: http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/publication/
2008/03/20080307131416ebyessedo0.6800043.html#ixzz4JuMhkFcA 

http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/publication/2008/03/20080307131416ebyessedo0.6800043.html#ixzz4JuMhkFcA


LEVEL 3 - Irish Immigrant Letters - Primary Source 

Irish Immigrant Letters.

James Christie, Clyman, Wisconsin, to his wife, Elizabeth Reid Christie, New York City?, February 
3, 1847.

My very Dear Elizabeth,

I feel the utmost gratitude to God that you and the children are well. We will begin to put up our 
house in 10 days. We've drawn every log for it 3½ miles as our land contains no suitable trees. I build it 
in the most fertile part of the land, so that we may have a good garden at the door. I've been cutting 
down plum trees and wild vines but I've spared some so as you may see them. Providence seems to 
separate us that our Love may be purified. I have always told you, my Dear Elizabeth, that it was for the 
sake of our children that I would take upon me the toils of a settler's life, and how much easier will it be 
for me to die, knowing that they will be independent. We will each of us have 40 acres of good land, and 
my 40 will still be there when I am gone; not as when you die in Ireland, leaving your children a legacy of 
debt and the same eternal round of slavery which has been your own lot. We left with $310 and all that's 
left is 50. Out of that a cow and sow and pigs are to buy, and a plough, shingles and lumber for our 
house. We are hard up for cash -- but I enclose one dollar for you. You would have more if it were to 
spare. And have, My Dear Elizabeth, my blessing. God be about you and the Children, for you are my 
heart and they are the light of mine eyes. 

Your husband until death, 
James Christie.

Celia Grimes, Flushing, N.Y., to her family, Skerries, County Dublin, Ireland, 12 June 1869.

Dear Brother and sister

i am sure that yo will laff when I will tell you that I had three pleaces in one week i arived on wensday in 
know york and on the next day i went to serve the tables in a great hotell and there i worked all the day 
washing dishes you may say that it was a heavy Job when ten oclock came i was told that i might gow to 
bed i was not lonly for there was plenty off compy there they told me that the were irish but they was 
funy irish thirty of them slept in one room from ten tell twelve they came in to the room and there they 
corst like devils some of them made me laff about the green horn but hold on yo wont have the green 
horne long i sade to my self if god spears me tell morning and there i watched tell fore oclock and then i 
told them my time was up but how to find my way out of the house I did not know After i went about for a 
wile i found one of the men of the hous and he brought me safe out and showed me the way to Mary 
Anne Corry and that day ad(v)er(t)ised and the next day at seving oclock a lady came After me and 
ingaged me at ten dolares a month to gow to the cuntry She says that she is not a very rich lady but she 
is very kindly she takes more care of my helth than my self



LEVEL 4 - American Anti-slavery Society 
In December 1833, more than 60 abolitionists met in Philadelphia and founded the American Anti-
Slavery Society. The members of the society drafted the following manifesto to articulate (say) clearly 
their goals. They based their opposition to slavery both on the principle of equality as stated in the 
Declaration of Independence and on the commands of Biblical scripture.

NOTE ABOUT THIS EXCERPT: There are 10 articles, 5 - 10 are not listed here, because they are 
mostly about protocols for meetings, governing, and so forth.

AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY: MANIFESTO (1833) 

Whereas the Most High God "hath made of one blood all nations of men to dwell on all 
the face of the earth," and hath commanded them to love their neighbors as 
themselves; and whereas, our National Existence is based upon this principle, as 
recognized in the Declaration of Independence, "that all mankind are created equal, 
and that they are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights, among which 
are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness"; and whereas, after the lapse of nearly 
sixty years, since the faith and honor of the American people were pledged to this 
avowal, before Almighty God and the World, nearly one-sixth part of the nation are held 
in bondage by their fellow-citizens; and whereas, Slavery is contrary to the principles of 
natural justice, of our republican form of government, and of the Christian religion, and 
is destructive of the prosperity of the country…

ARTICLE I. This Society shall be called the AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 

ARTICLE II. The objects of this Society are the entire abolition of Slavery in the United 
States.

ARTICLE III. This Society shall aim to elevate the character and condition of the people 
of color, by encouraging their intellectual, moral, and religious improvement, and by 
removing public prejudice, that thus they may, according to their intellectual and moral 
worth, share an equality with the whites, of civil and religious privileges; but this Society 
will never, in any way, countenance the oppressed in vindicating their rights by resorting 
to physical force. 

ARTICLE IV. Any person who consents to the principles of this Constitution… may be a 
member of this Society…



LEVEL 4 - Primary Source Reading 
DECLARATION OF SENTIMENTS (1848) - WOMENS RIGHTS
The birth of the woman suffrage movement is generally traced to the Seneca Falls Convention, held in Seneca 
Falls, New York on July 19–20, 1848. Called by Lucretia Mott, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and other prominent 
women, the delegates to the convention chose to model their declaration after the Declaration of 
Independence of 1776.

When, in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one portion of the 
family of man to assume among the people of the earth a position different from that 
which they have hitherto occupied, but one to which the laws of nature and of nature’s 
God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should 
declare the causes that impel them to such a course.

We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men and women are created equal; that 
they are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights; that among these are 
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; that to secure these rights governments are 
instituted, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed…

The history of mankind is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations on the part of 
man toward woman, having in direct object the establishment of an absolute tyranny 
over her. To prove this, let facts be submitted to a candid world.

He has never permitted her to exercise her inalienable right to the elective franchise (to 
vote).

He has compelled her to submit to laws, in the formation of which she had no voice.

He has withheld from her rights which are given to the most ignorant and degraded 
men—both natives and foreigners.

He has made her, if married, in the eye of the law, civilly dead.

He has taken from her all right in property, even to the wages she earns.

After depriving her of all rights as a married woman, if single, and the owner of property, 
he has taxed her to support a government which recognizes her only when her property 
can be made profitable to it.

He has denied her the facilities for obtaining a thorough education, all colleges being 
closed against her.

Now, in view of this entire disfranchisement of one-half the people of this country, their 
social and religious degradation—in view of the unjust laws above mentioned, and 
because women do feel themselves aggrieved, oppressed, and fraudulently deprived of 
their most sacred rights, we insist that they have immediate admission to all the rights 
and privileges which belong to them as citizens of the United States.



LEVEL 4 - Fredrick Douglass -  
Father of the Civil Rights Movement 

Background knowledge: Frederick Douglass was an abolitionist, human rights 
activist, women's rights activist, orator, author, journalist, publisher, and social 
reformer. Born a slave, Douglass dedicated his life to achieving justice for all 
Americans. In 1846, he wrote, "I am not only an American slave, but a man, and 
as such, am bound to use my powers for the welfare of the whole human 
brotherhood."

Primary Source: FOURTH OF JULY SPEECH
On July 4, 1852 in Rochester, New York, African 
American abolitionist Frederick Douglass 
delivered this address to a large crowd at a 
Fourth of July celebration. His words caused 
tremendous debate but struck a chord with many 
other abolitionists and African Americans who 
held that the U.S. Declaration of Independence's 
promise of liberty and equality had been denied 
to slaves in the United States. 

This is only 1 of about 70 paragraphs from 
that speech:

“Fellow-citizens! I will not enlarge further on your 
national inconsistencies. The existence of slavery 
in this country brands your republicanism as a sham, your humanity as a base 
pretence, and your Christianity as a lie. It destroys your moral power abroad; it 
corrupts your politicians at home. It saps the foundation of religion; it makes your 
name a hissing, and a by word to a mocking earth. It is the antagonistic force in 
your government, the only thing that seriously disturbs and endangers your 
Union. It fetters your progress; it is the enemy of improvement, the deadly foe of 
education; it fosters pride; it breeds insolence; it promotes vice; it shelters crime; 
it is a curse to the earth that supports it; and yet, you cling to it, as if it were the 
sheet anchor of all your hopes. Oh! be warned! be warned! a horrible reptile is 
coiled up in your nation's bosom; the venomous creature is nursing at the tender 
breast of your youthful republic; for the love of God, tear away, and fling from you 
the hideous monster, and let the weight of twenty millions crush and destroy it 
forever!”
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