
Scholar’s Guide toDiscourse 
In	other	words,	helpful	hints	to	“talking	right”	during	academic	ac9vi9es,	sta9ons,	

professional	conversa9ons,	and	arguments	that	you	want	to	win.	
😉 	

SITUATION WHAT	TO	SAY

State	claim/
idea

A>er	analyzing	the	facts,	my	answer	to	the	ques9on	is…	

A>er	closely	reading	the	source(s),	my	opinion	is…	

My	answer	is_________.	My	reasons	include	________.

Acknowledge	
other’s	ideas

That’s	an	interes9ng	point	about…	

Your	point	has	made	me	ques9on…

Provide	
evidence

According	to	________	the	facts	are…	

The	evidence	that	supports	my	claim/idea	is…

Compromise While	I	think	we	can	take	this	in	many	different	
direc9ons,	let’s	focus	our	aMen9on	on…	

Although	we	don’t	agree	on	everything,	I	believe	we	can	
all	agree	that…

Reasoning If	_________,	then	_________,	because…	

When______,	then_______	is	the	result.

Synthesize One	paMern	I	no9ce	is…	

This	trend/paMern	reveals______	about…


